The  Great  Struggle
1913
on the release of some of the satyagrahis from jail, Tolstoy Farm
was almost denuded of its inmates. The few that remained mostly
belonged to Phoenix. Therefore, Gandhi removed his school from
Tolstoy Farm to the Phoenix Settlement in 1913.
Since its inception, Phoenix had undergone much change. Some
of the old settlers had gone and new ones were installed. The plots of
land were better cultivated, some kind of hedges had been planted,
and nearly all the settlers grew a considerable portion of their own
vegetables. Salads and flowers of a fine variety were also cultivated
and pineapples grew from their own prickly tops. One or two of the
houses had been enlarged and now had more furniture in them and
attractive curtains at the windows. A large one-roomed building had
been erected and fitted for a schoolroom, Ther^were now about
fourteen children, between the ages of five and Jfeyenteen, boys and
girls, attending the school.
Gandhi attached much importance to the training of the character
of his pupils. The boys were adolescent and he had to study their
developing sex life. He thought a lot about it and procured a
number of books including What a Young Boy ought to know. His experi-
ments in influencing the children in self-restraint did not run always
very smoothly.
Gandhi's living-room was the meeting-place of the community.
Here, every Sunday evening, all the members gathered together
for a kind of religious service—an interesting blend of East and West,
One or two of the English members played the organ and Gandhi
joined in the musical part of the service, thoroughly enjoying the
hymn-book, specially arranged for the service, containing eighteen
hymns taken from various sources, and printed and bound at the
Phoenix Press. Usually Gandhi opened the proceedings with a read-
ing from the Gita, and would also read passages firom the New

